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Continuation of Box No: HI 

1 . Independent Claim 1 is directed to an umbrella wherein the canopy includes pocket means at or adjacent to 
the periphery of the canopy and wherein an opening or openings in the pocket means is accessible from 
the direction of the central portion of the canopy and force spreading means provided on a second end of 
each rib member, and the force spreading means received within the pocket means of the canopy. This 
arrangement of the pocket means allegedly solves the problem of "exposed rib ends which when in use are 
positioned about the eye level of passers by" is considered to comprise a "first special technical feature". 

2. Independent Claim 23 is directed to an umbrella frame with the added features of "a secondary sliding 
means moveable along the (umbrella) shaft between primary sliding means and the first end of the shaft" 
and a plurality of primary and secondary struts which allegedly solves the problem of optimally tensioning 
the canopy . This arrangement is considered to comprise a second separate "special technical feature" 

3. Independent Claim 41 is directed to an umbrella frame having a plurality of rib members spaced about the 
umbrella shaft, each rib member including a first portion pivotally connected at or adjacent a first end of 
said shaft and a second portion freely slidable relative to said first portion and a plurality of struts each of 
which is pivotally connected between the sliding means ( moveable on the shaft of the umbrella) and the 
second portion of said rib member. This aspect is considered to comprise a "third special technical feature". . 



Since the abovementioned group of claims do not share either of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept 
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